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“Mom, the school play is today!” Emily shouted. She was overjoyed about the
production her school would be performing that day. They were performing the play
“Beauty and the Beast” and she was the leading role, Belle. In her backpach was an
elegant yellow silk gown that sparkled like the sun. Emily’s mother had made it for
her and the extravegent material had been from one of her bridesmaid’s dresses.
Emily absolutely adored the creation and marveled her mothers amazing talent. After
packing everything for her performance Emily checked to make sure everything was
there-—Gown;-Dress;——Emily-exclaimed-as-theran-dewn-the-list she-had prepared——— ———
last night. Her costume was very important to her and she wanted to make sure ’
everything was there. After checking over her list a few times Emily decided that she
was ready and skipped her way to school. She entered the auditorium a few minutes
after arriving and when seeing all the props for the last scene her face lit up with
excitement. Everything looked so realistic and Emily loved everything the stage crew
had prepared.

A few hours later Emily stood in the dressing room. Her face was not as
excited as before. Her ellegant gown looked wonderful on her but she did not know
if her performance would be as wonderful. Butterflies sat in her stomach and the
emotion of being nervous ran through her body. She could not explain what she was
feeling and was so afraid that she was going to mess up. As Emily walked foward
the red velvet curtain opened revealed an aeditorium full of people. In the second
row stood her whole family. Would she mess up in front of them?

Fortunately not. Seeing that so many people came to support her Emily knew
that she should not be afraid. Confidence overpowered stagefright and Emily put on
a successful performance. At the time when she bowed the whole audience stood
up and cheered. At this sight she smiled. She had done it, she had entertained the
audience. .

“You did a marvelous job Emily.” one of her classmates exclaimed. To top
off her perfect performance Emily was treated to an ice cream sundae and received
flowers and a teddy bear. Even if she had not been successful during the play her
confidence would have made her successful and believing that she did her best
made her performance absolutely perfect.

What are the charackeristies of
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Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.
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Continue your writing here.
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Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.
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Score Point: 5

This fluent response is focused on the story of Ally’s first day in 3" grade. Opening
with the dramatic sound of the alarm clock, the writer sustains the vivid description
- of the start to the day (light biue eyes slowly opened, butterflys were rapidly

fluttering) through the opening paragraph. Compositional risk is evident throughout
the response and includes the use of literary devices such as onomatopoeia,

1 alliteration, intentional capitalization for dramatic effect, the use of humor (the
choice of the name Mrs. Grumpthrop for the unpleasant teacher) culminating in the
revelation that it was all a dream. The use of sophisticated devices such as the

-1 ellipsis, the sophisticated sentence structure, and precise word choices combine to
demonstrate a strong command of language.
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